are able to devise a system that explains and resolves every imaginable ethical question but excludes in the process the very person from whom it comes and for whom it matters. Referring to the difficulty of overcoming the depth of philosophic disagreements among modern ethics' schools of thought, MacIntyre inquires: "Does the impasse at which I arrived perhaps result from the nature and limitation of such enquiry, enquiry that is narrowly academic? … Yet what the compartmentalization of contemporary social life ensures is that those who do have these important life experiences in armies or factories, or farms, or prisons, or whatever are generally educated, just as professional philosophers are, to believe that philosophical reflection and enquiry are matter for academic specialists and not for them. Perhaps, however, at least so far as moral and political philosophy are concerned, this is a mistake. Perhaps philosophers need to begin from everyday questions of plain persons, the plain persons that they themselves were before they took to the study of philosophy." 2 Among the many attributes adopted from both Aristotle and Aquinas, it is perhaps this insistence on the unique and inalienable capacity of the ordinary person to reason and act ethically in pursuit of what is good which marks MacIntyre for me as a compelling Thomistic Aristotelian thinker. Both Aristotle and Aquinas believe that a human person is an ethical agent who has it in her the impetus to engage in rational practices such as inquiry and deliberation in view of her progressive attainment of human flourishing. The exclusion of the average person coincides with modernity's estrangement of reason from the moral debates which weigh down our culture today. The interminable character of these debates, however, is definitely, for MacIntyre, not a reason to lose hope. While there may not yet be a painless end to these debates in sight, his reconstructive Thomistic Aristotelian scheme assures us that we are never out of options.
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